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Welcome to our 2020 newsletter. A new decade 

with new challenges for gardeners, gardens and 

nurseryfolk.  But as always, we will win through 

and look back on another year when our shared 

passion for plants has brought us together, 

helped us through the sticky spots and given us 

so much joy. 

It’s now 13 years since the fateful day we decided to ring our 

local garden, Dorothy Clive, and see if they fancied the idea of 

a plant fair. We can’t believe how it has snowballed from there 

with the help and support of you, our gardening friends, our 

nursery colleagues and our host gardens.  

If one sentence could sum up the ethos we created then, it 

would be “it’s all about plants and gardens.” And that still runs 

through everything we do today. 

Our 2020 newsletter hopefully lives up to that promise! Please 

enjoy and share with your gardening friends. 

Best wishes 

Janet & Martin 

“It’s all about plants and gardens” 

Correction: 

Our update sent to clubs and societies had a typo for the date for autumn plant fair at Weston Park 

The correct date is Sunday 13th September 

In this issue: 

Paul Green seeks out the new and obscure Zoltan Hamori and Magda Hamori-Kovacs raise the temperature 

with  Sichuan Peppers Heritage tools at the 1620s House & Garden  alpines down under with the Rob & 

Jackie Potterton  new borders at Hodnet Hall by Ross Underwood  rambling roses with Charlie Pridham 

Martin Rouse on just peonies our new Cheshire venue Jane Allison on the buzz for 2020 easy primulas 

from yours truly  winter musings with Alison Szafranski  Julia Tinker falls in love with Agapanthus and extols 

the joys of life at Alluring Plants  Sue Gillon praises the humble umbel and yours truly digs the dirt on 

crocosmias 

Plus, updates on every plant fair and venue and introductions to this year’s new nurseries. 



We all love finding a ‘new’ obscure plant, but 

within genera that are common (in both 

senses of the word!) there are some real 

gems. I’ve listed a few that are worth 

considering – come on, don’t be prejudiced! 

Buddleja x weyeriana ‘Sungold’ – so we all love butterflies, 

but the “butterfly bush” isn’t loved by all! This is a 

fantastic clone from Holland. A hybrid of B.davidii & B. 

globosa (beautiful, but rather too full-on for most). It has 

yellow flowers (rather than gold – orange of B. globosa). 

You can hack it if you need to – it does make a decent 

shape.  

Phormium ‘Surfer’ – the cynics will be muttering 

“suburban” and “brash” but wait… this is a really dwarf 

one (about 18” / 45cm) with bronze edges as it ages and 

strange and beautiful wave-like twists develop too, hence 

the name. Fabulous in pots or gravel beds.   

Bergenia ‘Diamond Drops’ – those of you who have been 

to my talks will know I upset the masses by praising 

“elephant ears”. But note it’s only SOME varieties. This 

variety has more upright habit and smaller leaves whilst 

boasting impressive white flowers. Fabulous for sun or 

shade and very tolerant of clay soils.  When customers say 

“I hate bergenias, but I’ll have one of those” a big smile is 

ensured! 

Ophiopogon ‘Little Tabby’ – so the “black grass” 

‘Nigrescens’ is the one everyone knows about – and has 

an opinion about – talk about Marmite! Well this is a gem 

with green and white variegated leaves plus white 

flowers. It’s neat, tight and just perfect for a moist, shady 

corner in a trough or the border as under-planting.  

Ribes odoratum (Buffalo Currant) is a clove scented yellow 

flowering currant – so no jokes about tom cats allowed …. 

Buddleja x weyeriana ‘Sungold’ 

Phormium ‘Surfer’  Green’s leaves are at lots of our fairs this year 

Finding the New & Obscure 

by Paul Green, 

Green’s Leaves 



There are a staggering 200+ Zanthoxylum species around the World. Many are highly 

prized for their culinary and medicinal qualities. They are generally grown as 

ornamentals in European gardens but until recently have received limited attention.   

Zanthoxylums are deciduous or evergreen, aromatic 

herbs, shrubs or small trees, providing great Autumn 

interest. They are part of the Rutaceae family which 

contain the well-known citrus plants, such as lemon and 

orange. We have selected 6 species to grow and offer to 

plant hunters who don't mind adding a bit of quirkiness to 

their garden or patio.  

The nomenclature of Zanthoxylums is complicated, 

especially when it comes to their common name. Several 

species, native to the Far East are called Sichuan 

(Szechuan) Pepper (Hua Jiao in Chinese), even if they are 

not native to Sichuan, they are all used similarly and the 

name “Sichuan Pepper” also refers to the spice itself.  

In Spring, the young shoots and leaves of some species may be bronze or even red in colour, before the composite 

leaves fully develop.  The young, soft, often bronze coloured thorns (technically called prickles) may appear even on 

the leaf peduncle or on the central rib of the leaves (e.g. Z armatum), giving an unusual appearance. Late Spring, 

greenish yellow flowers appear in cymes, but they are not fully visible among the leaves, which are highly aromatic 

and some species, like our Lemon Pepper (Z. acanthopodium) even diffuse a strong lemony scent. During the 

by Dr Zoltan Hamori and  

Magdolna Hamori-Kovacs  

from Jurassicplants Nurseries  

Zanthoxylum bungeanum  with a 

heavy crop of Sichuan peppercorns 

Harvested, dried Sichuan Peppercorns (before seed separation) 



Summer, tiny green fruits start to appear on female plants, which turn red by the 

start of the Autumn, and this is one of the highlights of the Sichuan Pepper: the 

branches are decorated with bunches of “pepper berries”, showy for several 

months. When they open up, they reveal the shiny black seeds, which stay 

attached to the branches for a long time, usually well into early Winter. The black 

seeds – often hanging out of the pod by a “filament” – contrast well with the red 

seed pods and a backdrop of spectacularly colouring foliage, turning to shades of 

orange, yellow and even pink and violet: all these colours may be present in the 

same time on one single leaf. There is something special about their look in 

Winter too, when the big, ageing thorns are revealed along the stems and 

branches, which make the old trunks of many species look like an alligator skin. 

They tend to develop multiple stems, are mostly shrub-like, drought tolerant and 

easy to grow.  

For once it's not the present concealed inside you're after but it is the wrapping – as the flavour lies in the fruit 

shell.  And what a prize it is! 

Best harvested when the husk changes to red, dry it in a cool, airy place and separate it from the seed, then grind it 

in a pepper mill. The husk keeps its vivid colour when dried. This spice is widely used as a culinary herb in Asia; 

Sichuan peppercorns commonly feature in Chinese, Tibetan, Taiwanese, Korean, Japanese and Nepalese cooking. 

The dried husk is used for flavouring stews, soups and meats. 

Zanthoxylum acanthopodium trunk  

Autumn colours on Zanthoxylum armatum (non evergreen) Autumn colours on Zanthoxylum simulans leaves 

Zanthoxylum simulans fruiting branches Zanthoxylum acanthopodium fruits 



The mouth numbing effects of Zanthoxylum have been exploited for centuries as a natural remedy to alleviate 

toothache and gum pain. The young shoots were even used as a toothbrush. The pericarp or outer casing (in which 

the shiny black seed is hiding) contains the essential oils that provide the intense numbing effect. It is like a 

separate, “fifth taste” called the sacred duo “ma la”= “numb and hot” for the locals and without it, they consider 

the dish tasteless. 

In mainland China, it is one of the main ingredients of five-spice mixtures along with star anise, fennel seeds, clove, 

and cassia bark (cinnamon).  As in other spices like coriander seeds, their flavour can be enhanced by gently 

roasting under a low heat which can then be added to stir-fry dishes. In the case of stews and soups, whole 

peppercorns wrapped inside a cheese cloth are added and removed just before serving. In parts of India, not only is 

the ground husk used to flavour curries, Zanthoxylum leaves are also cooked with fermented fish and pork.  

Sichuan peppers contain many different minerals, antioxidants, and nutrients that help boost the immune system.  

We recommend planting two Sichuan 

Peppers together to ensure a greater harvest 

of fruit. Most Zanthoxylums start to fruit very 

early, usually 2-3 years from seed. Some of 

the species we offer are suitable for those 

with the smallest gardens too and can be 

planted by a wall or in a border but can also 

be used as a patio or bonsai specimen. The 

aromatic bark is insect repellent and 

especially Z. armatum is well suitable for 

hedging (this species is often evergreen  They 

fruit well in pots and can be shaped to any 

size, tolerating drought and temperatures as 

low as -200C (except Z acanthopodium), grow 

happily in any soil type and thrive equally well in a sunny position or in a partial shady spot. 

Whether you appreciate its dried husks, its knobbly bark or its strong, fresh, distinctively clean and pleasant lemony

-peppery scent, Zanthoxylums are here to spice up your garden!  

Species/Origin /
Foliage 

Common names Hardiness 

(+-) 
Aroma 

(leaves and husk) 
Height 

(m) 

Fruit bunch 
size (approx.) 

Z. acanthopodium 
(S China to Indonesia), 
more or less evergreen 

Indonesian Wild Pepper, 
Lemon Pepper, Andaliman 

-10C lemony-mild peppery 2-4 3x3cm 

Z .armatum 
(China-Himalayas, 
Pakistan, Japan, Korea), 
evergreen or deciduous 
(depending on habitat) 

Winged Prickly Ash, 
Toothache Tree, 
Thorny Pepper 
  

-20C peppery 2-3 4x4cm 

Z. bungeanum 
(China), deciduous 

Sichuan Pepper -20C peppery 2-3 8x8cm 

Z. piperitum 
(Japan, Korea), deciduous 

Japanese Pepper, Korean 
Pepper, Sichuan Pepper 

-15C peppery 1-2 6x6cm 

Z. schinifolium 
(China, Japan, Korea) 
deciduous 

Mastic-leaf Prickly Ash, 
Peppertree, 
Sichuan Pepper 

-20C peppery-lemony 2-3 10x8cm 

Z.simulans 
(China), deciduous 

Chinese Pepper, Sichuan 
Pepper, 
Prickly Ash 

-15 - -20C peppery 2-4 8x8cm 

Zanthoxylum piperitum - adult size 



Sun 8 Mar Alderford Lake ~  Sat 14 Mar Carsington Water  ~  Sun 15 Mar Ness Botanic Gardens  ~   

Sat 21 Mar Sugnall Walled Garden  ~  Sat 28 Mar Patchings Art Centre  ~ Sun 29 Mar National Memorial Arboretum  

Fri 10 Apr Whittington Castle  ~  Sun - Mon 12 - 13 Apr Dorothy Clive Garden  ~  Sat 18 Apr Hoghton Tower  ~   

Sat 9 May 1620s House Donington Le Heath  ~  Sun 10 May Adlington Hall  ~  Sat 16 May British Ironwork Centre  ~  

Sun 24 May Pottertons Nursery & Garden  ~  Sat - Sun 6 - 7 Jun Hodnet Hall  ~  Sun 28 Jun Bramall Hall  ~   

Sun 5 Jul Cholmondeley Castle  ~  Sun 19 Jul Middleton Hall  ~  Sat 25 Jul National Memorial Arboretum  ~   

Sun 26 Jul British Ironwork Centre  ~  Sun 2 Aug 1620s House Donington Le Heath  ~  Sun 9 Aug Southwell Minster  

Sun 16 Aug Capesthorne Hall  ~  Wed 26 Aug Abbeywood Gardens  ~  Sun - Mon 30 - 31 Aug Dorothy Clive Garden  

Sat 5 Sep Bodenham Arboretum 

Amazing 

Abbeywood Gardens 
It’s our 6th year at the amazing Abbeywood Gardens 

in Cheshire and we are still bowled over by the 

beauty and diversity of the gardens: from the 

zinging tropical garden, to the tranquil rill garden, 

onwards to the twin herbaceous borders, opening 

out to the wide vistas and graceful grasses of the 

prairie garden. There’s also woodland, a secluded 

white garden, a cut-flower garden and much more.  

This year our 2 fairs are on different dates to 

normal. Our early summer fair has moved to 

Sunday 14th June and for the first time for Plant 

Hunters Fairs we have a midweek fair on 

Wednesday 26th August. We hope this will prove to 

be a great success as finding weekends free of 

weddings and parties at this popular venue is 

sometimes impossible. 

Entry to the fair and gardens for these special 

events is just £3.00pp (half standard garden 

entry price) and parking is free. Dogs on leads 

are welcome.  

This year’s June event features for the first time Worcestershire’s RHS gold medal winning, The Cottage Herbery 

with edibles, aromatics and scented foliage plants. 

In August East of Eden from Cumbria will be making their first visit to the venue with geums including varieties 

bred and raised on nursery plus rare and unusual shrubs. 

The fair makes an ideal destination for a group visit. Please contact us to make arrangements. 

Half 

Standard 

Price 



We love our fairs at the 1620s House and Garden, Donington le Heath 

Leicestershire. Last summer the garden put on a brilliant display of antique 

garden tools—I’ve blown up some of the labels on the exhibits so you can read 

them. We always look forward to a fascinating historical display at the garden 

This year we have an extra early spring date making 3 wonderful plant fairs in all:  

Sunday 22nd March,  

Saturday 9th May,  

Sunday 2nd August.  

Entry is still just £1.00 to include the fair and gardens. Entry to the house is a separate 

charge. There is free parking. Dogs on leads welcome in the fair and gardens. 

The fairs open from 10am to 4pm and these are teas and cakes in the barn café. 





Whilst most nursery folk were breathing a big sigh of relief, after reaching the end of the 

season last Autumn, Jackie and I were boarding a plane at Manchester airport, on a 

flight to the other side of the world, to visit New Zealand.  

Eighteen months earlier, I had been contacted by Steve Newall, on behalf of the New Zealand Alpine Garden 

Society to visit and present several lectures, to groups in their society and to garden groups on the South Island. I 

had previously visited New Zealand 35 years ago, before joining the family nursery business and thoroughly 

enjoyed this stunning country; a chance to revisit was an easy decision although it would take a great deal of 

preparation to organise business and family, to get the agreement of Lisa & Heather who work with us to run the 

nursery whilst we were away and for our teenage children to survive. And hopefully without too many wild 

parties!!!   

Our adventure started on Sunday 20th October, leaving Manchester Airport for Dubai, Sydney and finally arriving in 

Christchurch on the South Island of NZ, mid-afternoon on Tuesday 22nd, after 29 hours of flying.  

We had a week to recover from jet lag and tiredness from being awake for 49 hours. We booked a nearby hotel for 

two nights and on the third day travelled in a hire vehicle to the resort of Hanmer Springs to acclimatise further 

and to get out into the mountains to see our first NZ alpines. Driving in NZ is much the same as UK, they drive on 

the same side of the road as us and are generally considerate, careful drivers. The big difference that you notice 

immediately is a lack of traffic.  

The South Island is mostly a mountainous area of spectacular scenery with more than 100 mountain peaks over 

8000 feet. There are relatively few alpine plants in NZ, they are all endemic and it was an absolute joy on our first 

full day driving along a dusty, pot holed track to finally see them in their native habitats. On our first outing we 

were overjoyed to find Helichrysum, Raoulia, Hebe and Celmisia. Following a 20 mile drive, botanising along the 

Pottertons New Zealand 

Adventure 

Raoulia eximea  

by Rob & Jackie Potterton,  

Pottertons Alpine Nursery & Garden 



way, we abandoned the 

trip when reaching the 

5000ft / 1500m pass on 

Gertrude Saddle due to the 

extreme cold and gale force 

wind. The following day we 

returned to the same spot, 

in better weather, to walk 

up the extensive screes to 

rocky outcrops and find the 

beautiful cushions of 

Raoulia eximea. On the 

highest, most exposed 

outcrops the wind suddenly 

appeared again and we 

coward behind the rocks 

for shelter, at the same 

time marvelling at the 

ability of these plants to 

thrive in such conditions. I 

remember sitting there and 

laughing in the face of the howling gale, such was the joy of the moment  

We spent another 4 days at Hanmer. One day travelling 350 miles on a circular route, north towards Murchison 

then north west to Blenheim, south down the coast and then back inland. The roads continued to be deserted, with 

many sights to see, native forests, spectacular waterfalls and rivers and in the Wairau Valley on Highway 63, we 

drove past vineyards continuously for 20 miles. In the forests we walked trails and listened to the native birds, the 

Tui is a most tuneful example, once heard never forgotten. After our time in Hanmer we sadly left our holiday 

home, back to Christchurch and then flew down to Dunedin, where Steve met us at the airport and took us to his 

home, an hour further south in Balclutha on Wednesday 30th October. Here Steve handed us the keys to his Subaru, 

loaded us down with a projector, talks equipment and final details of our itinerary.  

And so, two hours later we were off, heading to the first talk, an evening appointment in Waikouaiti, 15 miles north 

of Dunedin. When we arrived in good time at our hosts, our jaws dropped, a stunning house beside a large lake and 

an amazing garden, that was thoroughly explored for two hours the following morning. Liz treated us to a beautiful 

Japanese meal before the talk. The evening went well, must admit I was feeling slightly nervous and an audience of 

35 enjoyed the talk. We sat late into the evening chatting away with a mixture of relief and tiredness. 

The tone was set. Over the next 4 weeks we travelled throughout the South Island of NZ, visiting 10 groups, giving 

11 talks and travelling over 3,500 miles. To get to one venue, Nelson, in the north of the South Island we had to 

take four flights on the return trip. We felt quite accomplished travellers by the end. In the second week, the 

Alexandra gardening group organised a special evening, I presented two talks with a dinner served to the audience 

of 95 in between and with one lady flying from Auckland in the North Island for the event. Our hosts for each talk 

were always most generous with their hospitality and time, Steve had briefed them well and invariably a can of cold 

Stella was waiting for me upon arrival. �  

At the end of our talking engagements we extended our holiday in NZ by another 4 weeks, hiring a campervan to 

tour around another 2000 miles of this beautiful country, revisiting some areas we never had time to explore whilst 

presenting the talks. A country we would recommend for all travellers to visit. There were so many highlights, here 

are just a few; walking along the Hooker Valley Trail near Mount Cook and finding many stunning plants of 

Ranunculus lyallii on Hooker 

Valley Trail near Mount Cook 



Ranunculus lyallii, in Fiordland finding our first 

Celmisia verbascifolia flowering at the start of the 

Gertrude Valley Trail, seeing Ranunculus 

crithmifolius on a mountain scree, a plant I fell in 

love with 30 years ago, and visiting beautiful Curio 

Bay to watch dolphins play in the surf.  

We encountered nothing but friendly, hospitable 

people who were keen to listen to us and equally 

keen to share with us their gardens and plant 

knowledge. Many new friends were made. These 

experiences, plants seen, people encountered, 

mountain scenery, coastlines, forests, walks and so 

much more will be presented in a talk later this 

year.   

Thank you, New Zealand. 

Mount Cook 

Curio Bay 

Come and visit Rob & Jackie’s 

wonderful alpine garden and 

nursery as we join their National 

Garden Scheme open day for our 

only Plant Hunters’ Fair in 

Lincolnshire on Sunday 24th May. 

Entry is just £3.00 going to the 

National Garden Scheme charities 



Through the garden gate at 

Norton Priory 

Our fair at Norton Priory has been going for a long time now—

we took it over from a friend when she stepped back from 

organising plant fairs in 2016 and we’ve loved setting up in this 

friendly Cheshire venue. The fair is held just outside the walled 

garden and is completely free to enter and there is free parking 

as well.  

There is a separate charge to enter the garden and you can also 

buy an all inclusive ticket to include the museum as well. Last 

year I had a wander around the gardens before the gates 

opened and I must say I can whole-heartedly recommend paying 

the small fee to enter. 

Our fair this year is on the slightly earlier date of 

Sunday 17th May and we are open from 10am to 

4pm. 



New Year, New Decade, 

New Plantings at  

Hodnet Hall 

by Ross Underwood, Head Gardener 

Japanese Anemones 



2019 will linger in the memory mostly because of the marked contrast in weather from the previous 

year. It might not have been the best summer for topping up the tan, but the plants relished the extra 

summer moisture and the bud set on most woody specimens has been better than usual. This means 

that visitors in 2020 will reap the benefits. 

Things never stand still at Hodnet for long and 2019 saw the gardeners undertake some large scale projects. The 

herbaceous border, over 300 feet long, was completely removed using a mini digger and left empty whilst 

remaining perennial weeds were sprayed off. What with all the rain it began to resemble a large muddy bathtub!  

New soil and a generous helping of leaf mould were added in the autumn. The intention is to begin replanting in 

March depending on the weather and how much the soil has sunk. 

In addition, two large conifers were removed next to the circular rose garden with the intention of opening up a 

lost vista from the cliff top above. This also reveals more of the sandstone bedrock that underlies Hodnet. It has 

been great to be able to add some drama into the landscape. 

The walled garden has continued to develop with the addition of new fruit bushes and a north facing wall has 

been planted with acid cherries and medlars. One of the glasshouses has also been completely rebuilt.  

We were all delighted when Hodnet was featured in the March issue of 'The English Garden' magazine thanks to 

the efforts of the gardening team and the talent of photographer Joe Wainwright.  

2019 has certainly been busy so let's see what 2020 holds! 

The ever-popular plant fair at Hodnet Hall is on Saturday 6th and 

Sunday 7th June and entry is remarkably great value £4.00 (half 

standard garden entry price) and under 15s go free.  



There is a race of Rambling roses that arrived in Europe in the 
1890s and was much planted later by the Edwardians that by 
a happy twist of genetics makes them ideal for all gardens.  

Based on the rose species Rosa wichuriana, which was introduced 
from Japan in 1891, this is a lax semi evergreen and of itself an 
attractive plant with scented white flowers and good hips. The magic 
however, happened when nurserymen of the day started crossing it 
with the Tea roses which at the time (before Hybrid teas) were the 
main stay of the English rose border. 

The main features of the resulting hybrids were long flexible stems 
that resist wind damage and make the plants very easy to work to 
any shape required. On the one hand they can easily cope with a 
pergola or arch way, be trained along ropes or chains, but are still 
able to be made to fit a 4' obelisk by winding them around.  

The foliage is glossy green and healthy and will often remain 
evergreen, flowers come in a range of colours but are generally 
softer shades of pinks creams and apricots, there is a main flush in 
June and July and they will then settle to flower intermittently until 
the first weeks of January.  

One of the other things we have noticed about them is their salt 
tolerance, making them the ideal choice for coastal gardens. 

If you want to get the best from these roses it pays to grow them on 
their own roots, they perform much better when not reliant on a 
rootstock, if buying plants that are on rootstocks its a good idea to 
plant deeply so as to allow the variety to make its own roots.  

The varieties illustrating this article are just some of the ones that 
have done well for both us here and with our customers around the 
country. 

 If you should find yourself down in Cornwall during the summer, 
then why not pay us a visit and see them in action! We open the 
garden each Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon from 1pm to 5pm at 
Roseland House, Chacewater, TR4 8QB. 

We shall also be at the Plant Hunters’ Fairs at Dorothy Clive Garden 
(Easter Sunday and Monday) and Hodnet Hall (June 6th and 7th). 

Chacewater 

Ramblings  

by Charlie Pridham, Roseland House Nursery  

Rosa Alberic Barbier 

Rosa Leontine Gervaise 

Rosa Leontine Gervaise 

Rosa Aviateur Bleriot 



Rosa Rene Andre 

Rosa La Perle 

Rosa Alida Lovett 

Rosa Weetwood 

Rosa Sander’s White 

Rosa Blushing Lucy Rosa Francois Juranville Rosa Paul Transon 



Capesthorne Hall, 

our spectacular 

new Cheshire 

venue for 2020 

Sunday 16th August 10am-4pm  

Entry to plant fair and gardens for this special event is just £3.50  

Free parking. Dogs on leads welcome in fair and on paths in the garden 

Half 

Standard 

Price 



Capesthorne is the much loved home of the 

Bromley-Davenports, a site on which they and 

their ancestors, the Wards and Capesthornes, 

have lived since Domesday times. The present 

house, built between 1719 and 1732, replaced an 

earlier building which stood on the site of the 

column in the park. 

The estate is a tranquil haven of wildlife, parkland 

and formal gardens. Through the Milanese gates, 

opposite the chapel, alongside the estate’s chain 

of lakes, merge colourful perennials with more 

unusual 18th century plants, maples and cherry 

trees. 

Congleton Rd,  

Siddington,  

Macclesfield,  

Cheshire SK11 9JY 



by Martin Rouse, Just Peonies  

A passion 

for Peonies 

Peony Sarah Bernhardt 

Here-in lies the ramblings of a madman and self 

confessed plant-a-holic… 

I fear I am not alone in having to live with an addiction that manifests itself 

as the excessive procurement of ‘pretties’. I stand before my fellow sufferers 

admitting to the concealment of purchases from loved ones and to the 

emptying of the bank account to satisfy my affliction. Do not pity me folks, I 

have thoroughly tilled and prepared my bed, and so shall I lie in it. 

And so Just Peonies was born out of such behaviour. My Herefordshire 

nursery now boasts many special varieties of this wonderful and versatile 

plant, perfect for small or large gardens.  I truly believe there not to be one 

flower that can compete with the sheer beauty of a peony bloom in late 

May early June. Many true wonders of nature precede her, and many will 

follow on from where she leaves off, her fleeting beauty intoxicating our 

senses. 

Fellow admirers please close your ears to historic tales relating to difficulties involved with peony appreciation. She 

does not ask for much, her demands are not excessive; she will reward you and continue doing so for decades to 

follow. 

Provide her with a sunny spot within your oasis of calm, do not crowd her, for there is nothing she loves more than 

to be the centre of attention. Allow her roots to thrive within a soil substrate that is well drained and benefiting 

from a little added organic matter. Is this too much to ask? I fear not, and as a reward for her centre stage 

Peony Cytherea 



performance, treat her to a generous handful of bone meal early 

spring and autumn.  

No more no less, that is all she asks, and when she has spent 

herself for our pleasure, tidy her away late autumn. She will return, 

next year, and the year after, and so on, to grace our lives with her 

unrivalled beauty. 

A new business in bud – introducing Just 

Peonies 

‘Just Peonies’ will be bringing a selection of large potted multi 

stemmed and multi budded Peonies to its first Plant Hunters plant 

fair at Bodenham Arboretum, April 11th. We will be offering a 

selection of up to 40 true to name varieties including classic 

favourites such as ‘Sarah Bernhardt’ and ‘Duchess de Nemours’, 

alongside such rare gems as ‘Etched Salmon’ and ‘Claire de Lune’. 

Many are supplied in 10L pots with 7.5L size as a minimum. A 

Peony care booklet is provided with each plant containing essential 

guidance for the novice peony grower. 

Just Peonies 

07813 048882    

martin@justpeonies.co.uk    

Facebook: @justpeonies 

Peony Bridal Gown 

Peony Lemon Chiffon 

Peony Duchess de Nemours Peony Red Charm 



Here at Mayfields Plants, I grow over 200 varieties of plants, all of which are specially 

chosen for their richness in nectar and pollen. Both are essential to bees for different 

reasons: pollen is a protein, which is gathered by bees and taken back to the nest/hive to 

feed the larvae and the queen. While collecting it into their pollen baskets, they spread it 

from the male reproductive parts of the flower to the female. 

The nectar is a carbohydrate. A high energy reward for the bees’ efforts. It’s there as an attractant. If you can grow 

plants in your garden which have the ‘double whammy’ of both in a single flower, then you have a winning 

situation. 

Don’t look for the two most nectar-rich plants however: you certainly wouldn’t want them in your garden. They are 

Himalayan Balsam and Iris pseudocorus! Very nectar-rich they might be, but the Balsam is a ‘banned’ plant, and the 

rhizomes of this iris seem to fatten up and spread overnight!  If there was a Latin phrase for these, it would be 

something like ‘thugus maximus’! 

I have chosen ten of my favourite (safe) perennials 

for you to look out for in the 2020 Plant Hunters 

Fairs’ ‘season. 

It’s no accident that my first three belong to the 

Lamiaceae family. With their distinctive aromatic 

foliage and two-lipped, claw-like structure (which 

provides a handy landing pad for the bee!), this 

family has it all. 

Salvia pratensis ‘Indigo’ and Salvia verticillata ‘Purple 

Rain’: these are true hardy perennials, which can 

survive frost and heavy rains happily in your garden. 

No need to mollycoddle them by growing them in 

pots and popping them into your greenhouse for 

winter protection. It might say ‘Plant in well-drained/

dryish soil in sun’ on the label, but, honestly, they 

Nepeta subsessilis 

by Jane Allison, Mayfields Plants  

The big buzz in 2020 

Salvia verticillata Purple Rain 



will put up with climate change challenges very well. 

Agastache ‘Beelicious Purple’: gorgeous large purple flower 

spikes and the characteristic aniseedy aromatic foliage. It does 

need a drier spot than the salvias, but it’s so rewarding to see 

it covered in bees throughout its long season. 

Nepeta subsessilis: there are plenty of lovely catmints to 

choose from; some shrubby, some creeping and some which 

will give your cat a legal ‘high’.  Nepeta subsessilis is, in my 

mind, the best of the bunch, and my two tabbies are totally 

disinterested in it. It has beautiful blue, two- lipped flowers, 

and will thrive in most soils. It does, however, like the sun. 

Digitalis albifllora: I grow over thirty varieties of foxgloves, and 

this one is my favourite. Its huge, pure white bells give bees 

plenty of room to buzz around in. When I was a child, I used to 

love listening to them, and seeing them emerge with dustings 

of pollen on their furry jackets. Plant it in dampish or well-

drained soil in semi shade. It will shoot up to 6’ if it likes its 

situation. 

The next two plants are in the Asteraceae family (basically the 

old Compositae /daisy family), which is one of the most 

valuable families for high levels of pollen and nectar. 

Ligularia (any variety, but ‘Zepter’ is the best for slug 

resistance). Plant this in moist soil: bog gardens and pond 

margins are good. Its golden yellow (sometimes orange) 

flowers are a magnet for bees. 

Aster (Symphyotrichum) novi-anglaie ‘Barr’s Purple’: no border 

should be without at least one clump of asters. Today’s plants 

have come a long way from the old, mildew-ridden 

Michaelmas daisies! I always go for the New England asters 

which rarely get mildew. With a proliferation of pale lilac/

purple flowers on 4 ½ ‘ stems which don’t need staking, ‘Barr’s 

Purple’ is a valuable food source for late season bees and 

butterflies. 

Echinops ‘Blue Globe’: if you can actually see the lovely dark 

blue spherical flowers of this, you will be doing well, because 

they are usually fully covered with bees jostling for position. 

Semi shade and a well-drained soil suits best. 

Morina longifolia: a strange, almost tropical-looking plant, 

which is actually as tough as old boots! White and pink flowers 

on the same stems tell the bees (and you) which flowers have 

been pollinated and aren’t worth visiting. Amazing! 

Lythrum ‘Robert’: the purple loosestrife. It likes a damp soil 

and a bit of sun and has gorgeous spikes of red flowers over a 

long late season. Lots of goodies inside this one, thanks to its 

Aster (Symphyotrichum) Barr’s Purple 

Echinops Blue Globe 

Morina longifolia 



close wildflower heritage. 

And finally, a lovely ground cover plant 

with pollen and nectar- rich, small, white, 

star-like flowers: Lychnis flos-cuculi ‘White 

Robin’: grow this in a wild flower area or 

pop it into a space at the front of the 

border. 

A last word (or two):  annuals should be far 

more than just an afterthought. Many are 

rich in nectar and flower intensively before 

setting seed easily and non-invasively. The 

Apiaceae (formerly the Umbellifer) family 

provide a huge variety of attractive choices. 

Here is my pick. 

Ammi majus ‘Graceland’ with its large 

umbrellas of white florets; Daucus carota 

‘Dara’ with its burgundy tops; Orlaya grandiflora’s serene white flowers and Ammi visnaga ‘Green Mist’, whose 

name completely describes its effect. For a vibrant splash of orange, try Tithonia ‘Torch’ (the Mexican sunflower). 

All these fill gaps beautifully and ensure that there is always something in your borders to keep the bees going. 

If you want more to choose from, come and visit my stall at Plant Hunters Fairs, and hope that you get there before 

the bees do! 

Jane Allison, Mayfields Plants 

Amni visnaga Green Mist 

This year we have more plant nurseries and 

garden artisans than ever coming to our 

spring plant fair at the wonderful Weston 

Park on the Shropshire / Staffordshire borders. We have 23 stalls to browse with all your regular favourites plus 

exciting additions that are new to the event and area. Ashdale Cottage Plants will be making the journey from 

Nottinghamshire with a brilliant range of perennials, shrubs and bulbs. Mr. D’Arcy’s Heritage Fruit Trees from 

Lincolnshire will have container grown old variety fruit trees and bushes. Peter the Bee and Friends will be 

buzzing in from Worcestershire with insect friendly native wildflowers. 

Please note the fair is on Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd  May this year due to the change in the early 

May bank holiday days. 

The entry charge of £4.00 for this special event is half standard garden entry price and includes the gardens, 

grounds and the brilliant plant fair. Gates open 10am to 5pm each day. Free parking. Dogs on leads very 

welcome. 

The autumn plant fair at Weston Park, our season finale, is on Sunday 13th September this year. 

Biggest ever 

Weston Park 

Spring Plant 

Fair 
Half 

Standard 

Price 



Where it all began…   

our 13th year at Dorothy Clive Garden 

This year will be our 13th at the Dorothy Clive Garden—where it all began for Plant Hunters 

Fairs.  The garden has never stopped surprising us. Here are some memories. 

As always, the fairs will be on Easter Sunday & Monday and August Bank Holiday Sunday & 

Monday, 10am-5pm. Just £4.00 to enter the garden and fair on these special days. Friends 

and members of the garden go free. Dogs on leads welcome. 

Better than 

Half Std 

Price 



Fill Those 

Buckets at the 

British Ironwork 

Centre 

This is our 5th year of plant fairs at the 

British Ironwork Centre raising money 

for Hope House Children's Hospices 

Over that time, we have been amazed by the 

generosity of visitor pouring thousands of pounds 

into those bright yellow buckets. 

So please save the dates of our brilliant plant fairs 

at this community-focused venue and come along 

to add to the collection and pick up some perfect 

plants as well. 

This really is a venue for all the family. 

This year’s dates are: 

Saturday 16th May and 

Sunday 26th July 

We have a great line up of nurseries at both fairs, there is loads of free parking and dogs on leads are more than 

welcome. 



11 years and every kind of 

weather at the National 

Memorial Arboretum 

We can’t promise sun, but we hope to avoid the snow this 

year; I think we’ve experienced every sort of weather 

position of this magnificent venue.  

But this hasn’t put off the nurseries and plant lovers from 

coming and comparing the weather with last year has 

become a sort of in joke. 

We are a little later with our first date at the arboretum so, 

fingers crossed, the last two year’s snow is not to be 

repeated! 

Anyway our 3 fairs are on these dates: 

Sunday 29th March 

Sunday 31st May 

Saturday 25th July 

Free to 

Enter  

Southwell Minster Plant Fair 

Sunday 9th August 11am-4pm 

Suggested entry donation £2.00 to support conservation 

of minster 



The name primula comes from the Latin for “first” and the native 

Primrose (Primula vulgaris) is a herald of spring in many 

woodlands.  There are many types of primrose, some common 

and easy and others rare and requiring special conditions. 

Thankfully there are plenty of the former to satisfy the average 

gardener, and enough of the latter to be an absorbing hobby for 

the enthusiast. This month I’m going to focus on some I’ve found 

easy enough for most gardens provided you meet the general 

requirement for a moist soil and some shade from the hot sun. 

Primulas can be easily raised from seed but do best from very 

fresh seed, collected as soon as (or even just before) the seed 

pods open and sown immediately. If you need to keep seed, then 

its best in a sealed jar in the fridge. The seed compost must not 

dry out and a humid atmosphere helps – cover the seed tray with 

a sheet of glass or a clear plastic bag. In the right conditions seed 

can germinate in 3 weeks or so.  

Once the plants have clumped up it is best to divide them after 

flowering, or perhaps in early autumn in a cooler spell of 

weather. Dig up the clump and break it, or if necessary, cut it into 

individual rosettes. Shorten the leaves by about half to reduce 

water loss. Some old books recommend dusting the bases of the 

stems with sulphur powder, or you could dip them in a fungicide solution following the instructions on the pack. I 

don’t bother with either!  Replant or pot up the small plants and keep moist and shaded while there get 

established. 

There are lots of British native Primulas, including the woodland Primrose. The Cowslip (Primula veris) is one of the 

most accommodating, even growing on dry, sunny banks and seedling around to form large colonies naturalised in 

grass. They are a common sight along roadsides and railway embankments in late spring. 

Easy Primulas for the garden 
by Martin Blow, SpecialPerennials 

Primula veris—the cowslip seeds to form large 

colonies on dry banks 

Primula bulleyana, a candelabra primula 



Hybrids of these natives gave us the Polyanthas – well-loved bedding 

plants that are nonetheless perennial flowering every year if divided 

after flowering. One of my favourite types is the Gold Lace Polyanthus 

with its yellow centre and gold-edged almost black petals. This type 

was championed by northern enthusiasts in the late 1800’s and 

remain firm favourites with many petal colours available and 

underwent a revival of interest in the 1980’s. 

Some of the most dramatic and easy to grow are the candelabra 

primulas with their multiple whorls of flowers along upright stems. 

There are many colours and hybrids to choose from including 

Bessiana (pink), Bulleyana (orange), pulverulenta (deep pink) and the 

dramatic Inverewe (burnt orange). These definitely need damp 

conditions and are traditionally grown next to steams and ponds or in 

woodland boggy areas. If allowed to seed, they will mix and produce 

plants in many colours. 

Another favourite is the Drumstick Primula (P. denticulata) with its 

short flower stems topped with a ball of flowers in white, blue or 

pink. These tolerate slightly drier conditions but must not dry out 

completely if they are to do well.  

Auriculas are wonderful plants for the cold greenhouse and there are 

some that will perform well in the garden as well, but you need to 

check with the supplier when buying.  Auriculas have fleshy leaves 

and stems and I’ve found that they want to be moist but not 

saturated to do well.  Apart from the wonderfully coloured and 

patterned flowers most auriculas are intensely fragrant as well.  

The traditional way to display pot-grown auriculas is in an Auricula 

Theatre. This is an open cabinet of shelfs hung from a shady wall or 

fence where each plant can be shown to full effect. Terracotta pots 

are best and short split canes are used to hold the flower stems 

completely upright.  

Primulas can be subject to a few pests and by far the most 

devastating is vine weevil which seems to have a special liking for 

fleshy roots. If your primulas wilt in the first warm days of spring 

despite a moist soil, try tugging gently at the plants. If they come out 

of the soil easily or don’t feel firmly planted dig them up and look at 

the roots. If there’s none or very few rootle around in the soil and 

look for vine weevil grubs. These are white with a brown head, about 

½ inch / 1cm long and have no discernible legs. Get them all out – 

there could be one or two or lots – and squash them or feed them to your local Robin, just make sure they don’t 

wriggle away. Shorten the leaves on the plant and replant it or pot it up. Apart from that most gardeners will find 

primulas easy to grow and trouble free. 

Happy Gardening, Martin. 

Primula beesiana 

Primula pulverulenta in dampish shade 

A candelabra seedling 



ColourFence is a durable, secure, high-quality fencing product – and it’s 

also beautiful. These coloured garden fences are made from Zincalume 

steel. They can be complemented by garden gates. You can also get 

gorgeous trellis sections in contrasting or matching colours. They don’t 

need painting, treating, spraying or repairing. They will not rot, warp, 

break, split or peel and are guaranteed for 25 years.  

The standard width of a ColourFence section is 2.35m rather than the 

more standard 1.80m (6ft) panels, and ColourFence can also be installed 

at your preferred height, 1.50m, 1.80m, or even 2.10m with the 

appropriate permissions. 

ColourFence comes in four beautiful colours; for four different looks. 

Green is one of our most popular fence colours. Our green fences are 

made from the same tough yet beautiful material all our fencing enjoys. 

They can stand out or blend in as you would like; require very little 

maintenance and look very appealing. Our green fencing can be classic or 

contemporary, depending on your garden and the look you want. They can 

be paired with matching or contrasting trellis sections, posts and infills. 

Brown fencing has a warm, homey appeal. It comes in all sizes up to 7ft, 

and can be enhanced with a new, secure fence gate in the same material. 

You can accessorise your brown fencing with trellis top sections – they can 

look especially charming in a soft cream, wound through with dusty pink 

roses or a strong, evergreen climber. It’s one of the more traditional 

fencing styles and the second most popular of our fencing colours. Blends 

perfectly in a cosy cottage garden. 

ColourFence - be creative 
by Mark Luton, ColourFence, Solihull  

Fences 

Gates 



A more contemporary look, blue fences take a classic hue into an unusual setting for a gorgeous juxtaposition. The 

gentle Prussian tint ensures that the colour is not jarring in a traditional garden. Yet this modern fencing colour is a 

refreshing change in a world of typical, dull wooden fences. And, unlike cheap external paints or stains, this colour 

fencing won’t run or fade. They offer the same high quality of all ColourFence steel fences and look incredible in 

minimalist, new build gardens. 

Cream is a warm, cosy garden fence colour, perfect for the English countryside. Cream garden fences can be mixed 

and matched with posts and infills, as well as a secure new gate, or fence top trellis. As you can see, it looks 

fantastic paired with green or brown. When building a fence, our franchisees will put your tastes and directions at 

the top of their consideration. You may be concerned about the upkeep of cream fences. But like all our coloured 

fencing, it just needs an occasional hose down to look good. 

For more information about our fencing please see our website www.colourfence.co.uk or for FREE no obligation 

site survey and quote call us on 0800 644 4113.  

ColourFence will be at our two fairs at Middleton Hall on Sunday 19th April and Sunday 19th July with a 

display of their products and ready to answer all your questions. 

Early Birds at  

Middleton Hall 

This year at Middleton Hall we will be opening 

at the earlier time of 9am to give you plant 

lovers even more time to browse the plants, 

visit the hall, walk around the lake, visit the 

tearooms and café, stroll around the walled 

garden and perhaps even sit down and admire 

the surroundings. Entry to all this is just £3.00 

leaving you plenty to spend on plants. 

Our spring fair is Sunday 19th April 

and  

the summer fair is on Sunday 19th 

July 

So far, we have booked 25 nurseries for April and 

19 for July—record numbers for both and as well as 

your favourites we have some first timers:  In April: 

Aluminium Art from Leicestershire: Hand crafted 

aluminium art works, Hooksgreen Herbs from 

Staffordshire: Flowering and foliage herbs (RHS 

Gold medallists), and in July: Lovegroves from Gloucestershire: Shrubs and Trees, mainly rare and unusual, also 

ferns and climbers. 

Middleton Hall, Middleton , Tamworth , B78 2AE  

Half 

Standard 

Price 

http://www.colourfence.co.uk/


Winter 

Musings 

by Alison Szafranski,  

Woodside Hardy Plant Nursery  Here at Woodside Hardy Plant 

Nursery we have had a busy few 

months thinking about and 

planning how to take the nursery 

forward during the 2020 season.  

One of the things that has been a priority with 

us has been our use of plastic and how we can 

reduce this. The first thing we have done is to 

source wooden plant labels suitable for our 

purpose. We are really happy with the 

products that we have chosen and hope that 

our customers will be too. This then presented 

us with the issue of what pens would be best 

to write on the new labels. After trialling 

several different mediums we have come up 

with suitable solutions!! We are hoping to 

reduce our use of plastic more as time goes on. 

This then took us on to carrier bags. We all 

know that the ideal is for customers to come 

to plant fairs armed with a fist full of reusable, 

recyclable bags (the supermarket ones are 

ideal as they have a flat base and are 

washable) but not everyone does. We want to 

be able to offer our customers a means to 

carry their purchases home. Paper 

unfortunately, is not ideal as often our plants 

have ‘soggy bottoms’ and nobody wants the 

bottom dropping out of their bag halfway to 

the car!! The solution we have come up with is 

not perfect but is definitely a step in the right 

direction – carriers made from 100% 

degradable material. 



We are using Dalefoot compost which is a great product produced in the Lake District by farmers who have found a 

way to diversify by using bracken from their land and wool from their sheep to produce an excellent peat-free 

compost.  

I must be honest – all of the above brought us some satisfaction but did not fill us with pleasure the way that 

working in the nursery does – but every job has its down side……… 

On the up side – the nursery beds are tidied, weeded and cut back in readiness for major propagation to begin. The 

compost and donkey muck has been dug from the heaps and spread. The poly tunnel is in the process of being re-

organised and set up ready to receive the treasures that we have lined up for growing this year. The potting barn 

needs a major re-think of how best to utilise the space and maximise the area available for potting and storing 

equipment ( I am thinking about this one – honest!!!). The seeds are catalogued and stored ready for sowing. And 

most excitingly we are in the process of creating a new indoor space where the tools will be hung neatly, the 

shelves will house the gardening paraphernalia so it is organised and easy to find, there will be a comfy chair when 

aching legs need a rest and a spare dog bed for George to lie on. I’ve got the vision – just need to make it happen.  

Happy New Year everyone. Here are a couple pictures of what we have been up to!! 

Compost bins 

Stock beds (summer) Stock beds (winter 

Alison will be at these fairs in 2020: Sat 21 Mar Sugnall Walled Garden; Sat 28 Mar Patchings Art Centre;  

Sun 5 Apr Bramall Hall; Sun - Mon 12 - 13 Apr Dorothy Clive Garden; Sat 18 Apr Hoghton Tower;  

Sun 19 Apr Middleton Hall; Sun 26 Apr Cholmondeley Castle; Sat - Sun 2 - 3 May Weston Park;  

Sat 9 May 1620s House Donington Le Heath; Sun 10 May Adlington Hall; Sun 14 Jun Abbeywood Gardens;  

Sun 28 Jun Bramall Hall; Sun 5 Jul Cholmondeley Castle; Sun 19 Jul Middleton Hall; Sun 9 Aug Southwell Minster’; 

Sun 16 Aug Capesthorne Hall; Wed 26 Aug Abbeywood Gardens; Sun - Mon 30 - 31 Aug Dorothy Clive Garden;  

Sun 6 Sep Ness Botanic Gardens; Sun 13 Sep Weston Park 



Our plant fairs at Cholmondeley have gone from strength to strength and adding the summer date last year give us 

a new insight into this charming and charismatic garden.  

Despite being newly planting the Lavinia Walk and Rose Garden has become a bewitching focal point of the 

summer garden. In the spring my feet are always drawn to the Temple Garden impatient for the unfolding of the 

view as I pass through the doorway into the garden. 

However, in the summer the massed planting in the long double herbaceous borders of the Lavinia walk are a 

breath-taking sight with pink delphiniums, penstemons in claret and pink, “Hot Lips” salvias as well as blue and pink 

Salvia superba and highlights of blood-red roses  and magenta Geraniums. The planting and colour scheme are 

perfectly chosen to charm and bewitch.  

The recently replanted rose garden is heady with sweet scent and the sundial is reminder that time has not stopped 

as you sit to breathe it all in. 

On the path from the rose garden to plant fair you won’t be able to miss the stunning clump of large yellow 

Alstroemeria (Peruvian Lily) - an old cut variety whose name is lost in the mists of time at the garden. 

Our plant fairs at Cholmondeley Castle are on: 

Sunday 26th April and Sunday 5th July 10am-5pm and it is just £4.00 to enter the fair and gardens with 

free parking.  

On both dates the gardens will have so much to charm you and the brilliant nurseries will have even more to tempt 

you. Why not make a date to come to both? 

Dogs on leads welcome, tearooms open throughout, Castle not open to the public. 

Cholmondeley Castle, Malpas, Cheshire. Use postcode SY14 8HN for satnav. 

Charmingly Cholmondeley 

Better than 

Half Std 

Price 



Heartsease Plants 

Heartsease Plants from, Ceredigion are 

growers of herbaceous perennials and 

bulbs especially shade tolerant plants. Janine is a 

devotee of Galanthus (Snowdrops), Hellebores, 

Hepaticas and Epimediums. 

Janine will be at these fairs in 2020: 

Sat 4 Apr Battlefield 1403 

Fri 10 Apr Whittington Castle 

Sat 16 May British Ironwork Centre 

Sun 26 Jul British Ironwork Centre 

New for 

2020 

Free entry (£1.00 to park on site—the usual parking charge which supports the continued maintenance of the 

castle). Dogs on leads welcome. Tearooms and bookshop open. 

Whittington Castle, Castle Street, Whittington, Shropshire SY11 4DF 



Spectacular Agapanthus with their long stems and showy umbels of 

various shades of blue or white, can make a structural and graceful addition to any garden. They look 

fantastic in mass but are also wonderful in a pot, as a single focal point.    A native to South Africa, 

Agapanthus, translates broadly from Greek to mean the ‘flower of love’.  It also sometimes known as 

the ‘lily of the Nile’ but is not actually a lily but a member of the Amaryllis family.      

My passion for Agapanthus started after visiting the Scilly isles and seeing Agapanthus praecox growing wild there.   

I brought home a couple of the rhizomes and 10 years later I still have flourishing plants, having split them several 

times over.   I do protect them over winter, but only in sustained periods of snow and low temperatures otherwise 

they stay outside in pots and must make the most of it.  

Agapanthus aren’t difficult to grow. They are relatively untroubled by pests and diseases.   Whilst some cultivars 

are definitely more frost tender than others, they will do well in any well-drained soil, in a sunny site that receives 

sun for most of the day. On heavy soils, mix in grit when planting or keep in pots.  They detest long periods of wet 

more than the cold.    Another regular complaint is that they don’t flower freely but regularly feeding with a high 

potash food (even higher potash content than tomato food, but that will do if you have nothing else)  is the secret 

to getting them to bloom and many will start flowering in early July and keep going until September.  The seed 

heads look fabulous frosted too.   

There are at least six recognised species (A. africanus, A. campanulatus, A. caulescens, A. coddii, A. inapertus, A. 

praecox) but several hundred recognised cultivars and hybrids. It can be very difficult to tell the difference between 

the species (although A inapertus has droopy flowers).  Most Agapanthus grown in this country are hybrids so it’s 

easier to just to think of them as either evergreen or deciduous.  The evergreen, as you would expect, are the most 

sensitive to cold temperatures but even some of these are fine down to -50C.    

In warmer climates Agapanthus can be a bit of a pest but here, in the UK, they are more controlled by the 

temperate climate.  Cultivars don’t come true from seed but planting the seeds might be a good way to discover a 

by Julia Tinker,  

Alluring Plants for Bees & Butterflies 



new star. Growing from seed will be a labour of love, as young plants 

can take 2 years before they flower.   Sowing is best done when the 

seed is fresh.   

Division is the easiest way to propagate and it’s also necessary to 

keep mature plants vigorous and flowering well.  They can be 

divided at any time, but spring is best.  It’s often said that 

Agapanthus like to have their roots cramped and that you shouldn’t 

split them until the pot themselves split but too much restriction will 

reduce the vigour and flowering of the plant.    

There are so many cultivars to choose from but some of my 

favourites are:  

Agapanthus praecox; this is the one that started my passion.  A large 

(80cm), evergreen plant with long strappy leaves and very attractive 

large flower heads- perfect for medium to large containers. The 

colours vary from pale blue to dark mauve.  It is hardy down to 

about -5o C, so best moved indoors during really cold spells or 

protected with a fleece. 

Flower of Love:  A deciduous variety with wonderful dark blooms 

and quite hardy. At 60cm it’s not as tall as some of the cultivars but 

produces lots of blooms in mid to late summer. 

Royal Velvet:  Another deciduous variety, tall with dark, dark blooms 

with a darker stripe.   

Tom Thumb: As its name implies a smaller variety which only reaches 30-40cm high.  Evergreen with mid mauve 

flowers.  Great for troughs and window boxes.  

Julia will be at these fairs in 2020: 

Sat 4 Apr Battlefield 1403 ~ Sat 11 Apr Bodenham Arboretum ~ Sun - Mon 12 - 13 Apr Dorothy Clive 
Garden ~ Sun 19 Apr Middleton Hall ~ Sat 25 Apr Sandwell Valley Park ~Sat - Sun 2 - 3 May Weston Park 

Sat 16 May British Ironwork Centre ~ Mon 25 May Carsington Water ~ Sat - Sun 6 - 7 Jun Hodnet Hall 

Sun 5 Jul Cholmondeley Castle 

Battlefield 1403 Saturday 4th April 

9:30 am—4pm 

Free Entry 

& Free 

Parking 



We are a very small nursery based at Pam’s Pools, a 78-

acre wildlife reserve just outside Bridgnorth, Shropshire.  

The beautiful rolling hilled site consists of wildflower 

hay meadows, wetlands, fruit orchards and mixed 

woodland and is managed by the landowner Dr Pam 

Yuille, a retired GP and supported by Shropshire Wildlife 

Trust to maximise self-sufficiency in food & energy 

production while minimising waste.  

Use of machinery is limited: for example, rampant bramble 

and bracken are controlled through conservation grazing. Pam 

is gradually building up a small herd of Shropshire sheep who 

do a good job in keeping the meadows in good condition. 

More recently the Wildlife Trust have lent her four Dexters, 

two cows with their two calves at foot, who we hope will be 

even better at eating the longer grass which the sheep do not 

like and knocking back the brambles.   

The nursery is an independent enterprise but it’s important to 

both Pam and I that we follow similar principles. Neither of us 

use chemicals unless approved for organic purposes, use of 

plastic is kept to a minimum, we recycle as much as possible 

and everything we produce is to benefit wildlife or for 

sustainable food production.    We work very closely together, 

and I often help with pruning in the orchards, weeding in the 

vegetable garden or even just moving the sheep.  My partner 

is the chief beekeeper and the 8 hives keep us all in honey with 

some spare to sell locally.   

I specialise in plants for bees and butterflies for the garden and 

have a small plot of land where I trial the best plants. This year 

Life at Alluring Plants for bees and 

butterflies, Bridgnorth by Julia Tinker 

Conservation  grazing by Dexter cattle. Photo Tim Walker 

Shropshire sheep in woodland 

Beehives 



Pam and I will also be creating a small cornflower meadow with a 

mixture of other meadow annuals.  The challenge has been to find 

a source of locally sourced, native seed.  

I am gradually expanding the range of plants that I grow to sell, 

and this year I will be focussing on developing a range of 

Agapanthus. I developed a passion for them after seeing them 

growing wild in the Scilly isles.  Whilst they’re not on the RHS 

perfect for pollinators list, both bees and butterflies love them.   

Easy to grow in pots or free draining soil and given a bit of winter 

protection I think that they provide a brilliant accent plant.  I’m 

very excited that amongst others my range will include the 

stunning dark flowered Flower of Love, the smaller Tom Thumb 

and the new bicolour Twister.    

Alluring Plants and Pam’s Pools are open on Sunday 14th June 2pm 

- 6pm and by an appointment basis but we welcome visitors 

please see www.Alluringplants.co.uk for contact details  

Julia will be at many Plant Hunters’ Fairs in 2020. 

See www.planthuntersfairs.co.uk/alluringplants.htm 

for details of where and when. Julia at the trial ground 

Hay making on vintage tractor Nursery and polytunnel 

http://www.Alluringplants.co.uk


The Edible Garden Nursery is based on the edge of Dartmoor, 850 feet above sea level. Chris has 35 years of 

experience growing herbs and other edibles. The nursery specialises in growing only plants that are edible. Our 

motto is “If you can’t eat it won’t grow it”. All our plants are produced and grown by the grower. We use only peat 

free compost and we use no chemicals or pesticides on our nursery. Our minimum size pot is 2 litre and we will 

grow smaller or larger plants on request. 

Chris and Jenny will be at these fairs in 2020: 

Sun 22 Mar 1620s House Donington Le Heath 

Sat 25 Jul National Memorial Arboretum 

Sun 26 Jul British Ironwork Centre 

New for 

2020 
Edible Garden Nursery 
  

Sugnall Walled Garden Spring Plant Fair 

Saturday 21st March 

10am-4pm 

Just £1 for fair and gardens 

Tea room 

Free Parking 

Dogs on leads welcome 



Morton Nurseries 
Specialists in quality, homegrown plants and the more unusual and hard to find 

shrubs and perennials. The nursery and garden are always developing and the long 

awaited propagation greenhouse is almost complete. This means we will be able to 

increase our range of plants. Gill and Gayle are happy to advise on plants and growing 

techniques. 

This is Morton Nursery’s Gold Meal winning display at Chatsworth in 2019 

Gill and Gayle will be at Patchings Art Centre on Saturday 28th March 

New for 

2020 

Carsington Water Plant Fairs 2020: 

Saturday 14th March    Monday 25th May   Sunday 23rd August 

10am-4pm  Free Enter (charge to park) 



Umbellifers are a family of plants known as Apiaceae, they have long stems and beautiful 

intricately formed flower structures. Umbel is derived from the Latin word umbrella 

which is quite a good description of the shape of the flower but doesn’t do the umbel’s 

complex form justice.  

 Every garden should have at least one umbellifer and once you 

have bought or grown one you will be smitten with this genus. One 

of the most familiar members of this family is the humble cow 

parsley which adorns our grass verges with its billowing, frothy 

white waves of flowers in early summer. Its common name is Queen 

Anne Lace and when you study the formation of the flower 

structure, you can appreciate why. Few plants are as evocative of 

larger wild landscapes as umbels. They can be annuals, biennials or 

perennials and each are equally beautiful. They add structure, 

texture and rhythm to a border. They also attract hoverflies, 

lacewings and ladybirds so a very beneficial addition to any garden. 

If you are thinking of growing umbellifers from seed, they need 

warm temperatures to germinate and they have a long tap root so 

can resent disturbance once they are established in your garden so 

choosing the initial site can be crucial. They love well drained soil in 

winter and although they seem truly British many hail from other 

countries. 

Fennel, dill and coriander are good examples for the herb garden 

The Humble 

Umbel 

by Sue Gillon, Meadow View Plants 

Fennel flowers 

Selinum wallichianum 



and the wild carrot, Daucus carota all prefer light soil and 

good drainage. 

A couple of lovely annual umbellifers that you may want to 

try from seed are Ammi majus which has clouds of dainty 

white domes of starry flowers above billowing green foliage 

and Orlaya grandiflora which has large white flowers above 

lacy foliage. 

Biennials include Seseli which has grey/green finely cut 

foliage with pretty white flowers and the stunning Angelica 

gigas. Korean angelica with its stunning wine red umbels is 

grown in the fields as an aphrodisiac, although I can’t vouch 

for this particular attribute, I do know it makes an 

impressive architectural appearance in the border… 

The annual and biennial umbellifers are beautiful, however, 

I decided I wanted to grow a more permanent option, so I 

now have several more reliable forms to enhance my 

cottage garden borders. They are the cultivated cousins of 

the common cow parsley. 

Selinum Wallichianum also known as Milk Parsley is one of 

my favourites. Heads of white flowers emerge from a low 

nest of finely cut lacy leaves to combine strength with 

intricate star bursting refinement. It was described by 

Christopher Lloyd as a “wonderfully rewarding umbellifer – 

the Queen of umbellifers” This very striking plant takes 

centre stage in one of our large island beds from May 

through to August. 

Another worthwhile perennial umbellifer is Cenolophium 

denudatum also known as Baltic Parsley. It has been widely 

used at Chelsea flower show over the years. Large white 

heads of flowers comprising of abundant smaller dainty 

umbels can give the garden a tranquil ambiance.  

Chaerophyllum hirsutum Roseum and Pimpinella major 

Rosea are early flowering umbellifers, the latter is daintier 

but both bring a lovely airy quality to the garden in May. 

It may come as a surprise to know that Eryngiums, also 

known as sea hollies, are of the same genus. Instead of the 

soft frothy appearance of most umbellifers, albeit equally 

striking, Eryngiums have a circle of sharp prickly bracts. 

Eryngium Blue Star is particularly stunning and worthy of a 

place in any sunny, well drained border. 

Perhaps one of the most well-known of all the cultivated 

umbellifers is the much loved Astrantia aptly nicknamed 

“Hattie’s Pincushion”. The umbels are more compressed, it 

thrives equally well in sun although the textbooks often 

recommend a shady position. One of my favourites is 

Angelica gigas 

Cenolophium denudatum 

Pimpinella major Rosea 



Astrantia Buckland which is long lived and has 

very pretty pale pink flowers. Superb darker 

varieties include Roma, Venice and Gill 

Richardson. They have a long flowering season 

and bring an element of class and style to the 

herbaceous border. 

If these descriptions haven’t convinced you that 

you should have at least one umbellifer in your 

garden there are some beautiful displays at the 

following gardens: Scampston walled garden in 

Yorkshire designed by Piet Oudolf, RHS Wisley 

and Merriments garden in East Sussex. 

Sue and Allan will be at these fairs in 2020: 

Sun 15 Mar Ness Botanic Gardens 

Sun 5 Apr Bramall Hall 

Sat 18 Apr Hoghton Tower 

Sun 26 Apr Cholmondeley Castle 

Sun 10 May Adlington Hall 

Sun 17 May Norton Priory 

Sun 28 Jun Bramall Hall 

Sun 5 Jul Cholmondeley Castle 

Sun 16 Aug Capesthorne Hall 

Wed 26 Aug Abbeywood Gardens 

Sun 6 Sep Ness Botanic Gardens 

Blue Eryngium 

Astrantia Gill Richardson 

Horticultural 

Heaven at  

Hoghton 

Tower 

We are coming back to Hoghton 

Tower on Saturday 18th April for our 

4th year at this spectacular 

Lancashire venue—our only fair in 

the county. Make a note of the date as we a couple of weeks later than usual. 

The entry charge of £1.00 includes the fair and the gardens. There is lots of free parking and dogs on leads are 

welcome in the fair and parkland. 

The tearooms will be open throughout.  

 



Every Picture Tells 

a Story 

Don Billington runs Every Picture Tells a 

Story after working with the local council 

for many years. The nursery specializes in 

Bromeliads, originally growing the plants 

for the collection that just got bigger, 

eventually expanding from one 

greenhouse to another. There are three 

National Collections, Aechmea, Billbergia 

and Neoregelia that form the core of the 

nursery and exhibiting around the country 

at all the major Flower Shows helps to 

bring the huge variety of plants within this 

genus to public notice. The currently 

popular airplants, Tillandsia to be correct, 

are favourites at all the shows and we 

have many varieties both species and 

cultivars to display. 

Don will be at these fairs in 2020: 

Sun 15 Mar Ness Botanic Gardens 

Sat 21 Mar Sugnall Walled Garden 

Sun 5 Apr Bramall Hall 

Sun - Mon 12 - 13 Apr Dorothy Clive  

Garden Sun 26 Apr Cholmondeley Castle  

New for 

2020 

Kick off your Plant Hunting 

Season at Alderford Lake 

Our seasons gets off to a brilliant start at the free-to-enter fair at 

Shropshire’s Alderford Lake on Sunday 8th March 

There’s also free parking and a wonderful lakeside café to enjoy. 

We’re open from 10am to 4pm with a great line up of nurseries and 

garden artisans including Nature In Steel who will be at the event for 

the first time with their hand-crafted metal garden ornaments 

inspired by nature. 

Alderford Lake, Tilstock Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire. SY13 3JQ 

Sunday 8th March 



Peter the Bee 

and Friends 
 

Peter the Bee and Friends are a partnership 

dedicated to growing insect friendly, native 

wildflowers for all gardeners, old and young, 

urban and rural, to help our pollinators. They 

believe the best way to help our declining 

pollinators is to plant native wild flowers, no 

matter how big or small your space. Native 

wildflowers encourage a diverse range of 

pollinators with their own diverse beauty. 

These are plants that we remember from our 

childhood which, due to changing habitats are less common than they used to be. 

Help Peter the Bee and all his pollinating friends! 

Peter the Bee and Friends will be at these fairs in 2020: 

Sat 4 Apr Battlefield 1403 

Sat 11 Apr Bodenham Arboretum 

Sat - Sun 2 - 3 May Weston Park 

Sun 31 May National Memorial Arboretum 

Sat 5 Sep Bodenham Arboretum 

New for 

2020 



Adlington Hall—our biggest 

ever line-up 

Just £3.00 for gardens and fair for this special event  - half standard 

price.  Sunday 10th May 2020—biggest ever line up:  
Artisan Plant Supports from Staffordshire: Hand crafted iron garden plant supports 

Bridge Farm Plants from Derbyshire: interesting and unusual perennials 

ChickenStreet from Shropshire: grasses and herbaceous perennials for naturalistic plantings 

Conquest Plants Nursery from Cheshire: Variegated and coloured foliage hardy plants 

CraftyPlants from Manchester: Tillandsia (airplants), bromeliads, tropical, sub-tropical, cacti and succulents 

Green's Leaves from Gloucestershire: shrubs, perennials, grasses, foliage plants, southern hemisphere plants 

Hall Farm Nursery from Shropshire: Wide range of perennials and herbs. RHS Gold medallists I 

Jurassicplants Nurseries from Denbighshire: Starter plants of rare woody edibles and other trees and shrubs 

Lyneal Mill Nursery from Shropshire: Cottage garden specialising in Aquilegia and Dahlias 

Mandsand Plants from Cheshire: Heucheras, heucherella, tiarella and other coloured leaf plants 

Mayfields Plants from Cheshire: bee and butterfly-friendly cottage garden perennials 

Meadow View Plants from Lancashire: Thalictrums, Sanguisorba, Astrantia & members of the Apiacea family 

Mynd Hardy Plants from Shropshire: Herbaceous perennials specialising in Hemerocallis and Penstemon 

Packhorse Farm Nursery from Derbyshire: Acers, trees and shrubs RHS Gold medallist 

Pottertons Nursery from Lincolnshire: Extensive selection of Alpines and Woodland Plants. RHS Gold medallists  

ShadyPlants.com from Gloucestershire: Ferns, Roscoeas, and a wide range of shade-loving perennials 

SpecialPerennials from Cheshire: Herbaceous perennials to attract wildlife 

Stonyford Cottage Nursery from Cheshire: Moist and shade loving plants 

The Gobbett Nursery from Worcestershire: Shrubs, perennials inc Iris, Cornus, Syringa. RHS medallists 

Tissington Nursery from Derbyshire: perennials. RHS medallists 

Woodside Hardy Plants from Staffordshire: Hardy Plants 

Half 

Standard 

Price 



Lovegroves Nursery 
Lovegroves is a traditional nursery offering an inspiring 

selection of rare and unusual trees and shrubs. To 

complement our trees and shrubs we also supply ferns, 

climbers and a few other choice plants that we just love! 

All of our plants are British-grown and potted in peat-free 

compost that’s renewable, sustainable and endorsed by 

the RHS. 

Clare will be at these fairs in 2020: 

Sun 22 Mar 1620s House Donington Le Heath 

Sat 11 Apr Bodenham Arboretum 

Sun 19 Jul Middleton Hall 

Sat 5 Sep Bodenham Arboretum 

Arbutus unedo f.rubra Catalpa bignonioides Aurea 

Halesia carolina Deutzia x.hybrida Contraste 



A Decade at Bodenham Arboretum—

Worcestershire’s only Plant Hunters 

Fairs 

Our fairs are on: 

Easter Saturday 11th April and Saturday 5th September 

And this year these will be the only Plant Hunters’ Fairs in Worcestershire. 

10am-4pm Free Entry, Free Parking, dogs on leads very welcome. 

Over the 2 events we have your favourite regulars plus these newcomers to the venue: 

Ashdale Nursery from Nottinghamshire: Hardy Cottage Garden Plants 

ChickenStreet from Shropshire: grasses and herbaceous perennials for naturalistic plantings 

Just Peonies from Herefordshire 

Lovegroves from Gloucestershire: Shrubs and Trees, mainly rare and unusual, also ferns and climbers 

Peter the Bee and Friends from Worcestershire: Insect friendly native wildflowers 

Wykeham Gardens from Worcestershire: Perennials with a good selection of shade lovers 

Free to 

Enter Plant 

Fair 

We’ve been coming to the lovely Bodenham Arboretum for 10 years now and in that 

time we’ve revelled in the continued enthusiasm of the local plant hunters who have 

supported us every step of the way—thank you.  

The fair is completely free to enter and there is free parking. The award-winning restaurant is open and you can 

enjoy a cuppa of something more substantial and if the weather allows sit out at the one for many tables on the 

lakeside terrace. You can also choose to pay to explore the 150 acre arboretum and lakes and see the animals 

grazing on the rare breeds farm. This year we have brilliant line ups at both our fairs. 



Crocosmia are better known as “Montbretia” in 

Britain and have often have a bad name as 

invasive plants. However, there are lots of 

choice varieties that are less spreading and 

worthier of their other common name: “Falling 

Stars” after their cascade of brilliant, fiery, 

starry flowers. 

These plants come from Africa and were previously thought 

to be winter tender needing to be dug up in late autumn and 

laid out to dry so that the corms could be stored indoors in 

winter. This is still good practice if your soil is waterlogged in 

winter and it also serves to reduce the spread of the plants as 

well. I leave the corms in the soil over winter as my garden 

isn’t very wet or cold, except some of the very large-flowered 

varieties like “Emily Mackenzie” or “Star of the East”; I find 

these two often die out in frosty winters and these get dug 

up in October or November. 

The plants like a moisture retentive soil in summer and this 

will give bigger and more flowers. 

By choosing different varieties you can have flowers from 

July to early October and plants from 1ft / 30cm to 4ft / 

120cm tall.  

Falling 

Stars 

by Martin Blow, SpecialPerennials 

Crocosmia “Goldfinch” 

“Lucifer” amongst regal lilies, rusty foxgloves and 

giant oats. 

“Hellfire” is a little shorter and later to flower than 

“Lucifer” and has luscious, deep, velvety red flowers 



Perhaps the most popular, tallest and earliest to flower is the 

orange-red “Lucifer” with his pleated leaves and long 

cascades of flowers. He will start flowering in July through to 

the end of August. Some people suggest he needs staking, 

but I find that if feeding is kept to a minimum he is more 

stocky and self-supporting. Lucifer is wonderful for adding a 

touch of hot colour to a more subdued planting. In our 

garden we have him amongst regal lilies, rusty foxgloves and 

giant oats. “Hellfire” is a newer version of this old favourite 

and is a little shorter and later to flower and has luscious, 

deep, velvety red flowers.  

Other tall varieties flowering in late July and August are 

“Rowallene Yellow” and “Rowallene Orange”: these two have 

the largest heads of flowers and are around 3ft / 90cm tall. 

At the other end of the scale there are short varieties for the 

front of the border like the orange and yellow “Firejumper”, 

red and yellow “Jackanapes” and red “Gloria”. These grow to 

1ft / 30cm or slightly less and their bold colourways are the 

highlight lining my paths and patio in August and September.  

For a softer effect, there are some lovely pale lemon 

flowered varieties. All are very alike: you might find 

“Citronella”, “Sulpherea”, “Paul’s Best Yellow”, “Honey 

Angels” or “Morning Light”, there’s not much to choose 

between them. These are 1ft 6in / 45cm tall and flower in 

late August perhaps through to early October.  The variety 

“Solfaterre” also has bronzed leaves. 

“Pink” crocosmias always create a lot of excitement. Don’t 

expect rosy pink flowers: these varieties have a pinkish hue 

overlying a salmon orange background. Good varieties 

include “Limpopo” (short), “Mullard Pink” (medium), and 

C.pottsii “Culzean Pink” (taller but not too tall). 

I plant Crocosmia corms in spring about 3-5in / 7-12cm deep 

and about 6in / 15cm apart although it isn’t crucial to be 

exact in this. I plant pot-grown specimens at any time other 

than winter, although I would only plant the more tender 

types in late spring. Pot grown plants can be planted anytime 

from spring to mid autumn unless you are really cold and wet 

in the winter when I’d stopped planting in late summer and 

keep later purchases in a cold greenhouse or cold frame over 

winter. 

Once the shoots show through in spring keep the plants on 

the moist side. If a late, hard frost is forecast after the shoots 

are showing, I cover with garden fleece or a mulch, although 

established clumps will recover quickly from any frost burn. 

Firejumper” a short variety for the front of the 

border . 

The yellow-flowered “Solfaterre “ also has bronzed 

leaves. 



In cold areas, you can leave the old leaves on the plant in 

winter to provide some protection and choose a mild spell in 

late winter to cut them off before growth starts. Although 

the seed heads look attractive on the plant, cut them off 

before the seeds fall as seedlings might be inferior. 

The long, sword-shaped leaves and arching racemes of 

flowers make an elegant addition to the garden. They mix 

well with most plants with hot coloured flowers and the 

yellow varieties tone well with blues, purples and bright 

pinks.  They live up well to their African heritage, blending 

splendidly with exotics like cannas and brightly coloured 

dahlias. 

Some gardeners find orange a challenging colour to place, 

and there are many, many orange varieties of Crocosmia. I 

find the orange flowers are set off nicely by deep reds and 

bronze foliage. Try a succession of orange tulips followed by 

Geum Dolly North and then orange. crocosmia against a 

backdrop of a bronze-leaved shrub or perennial. 

These bright plants are easy to grow and invaluable for 

brightening up the garden in late summer and autumn. Keep 

an eye out for Crocosmia on our stall at Plant Hunters’ Fairs 

and catch a falling star for your garden. 

Happy Gardening, Martin. 

“Limpopo” is one of the pinkish-coloured varieties. 

Crocosmias blend splendidly with exotics like cannas  

and brightly coloured dahlias. 

C.pottsii “Tall Form” is set off by dark red Persicaria 

“Dikke Floskes” and bronze leaves of Actaea 

atropurpurea 

Crocosmia planned on mass with grasses anf heleniums 



Our first ever plant fair at Patchings Art Centre in Calverton near Nottingham last year proved to be a great success 

with visitors and exhibitors alike.  So, we’re back again this year, bigger and, we hope, even better. 

The venue and fair are free to enter and there’s loads of free parking.  

We have 24 nurseries and garden artisans booked so far making including6 RHS medal winners.  

The fair is held on the large festival field so there’s plenty of space to browse at your leisure and the nurseries will 

be coming laden with the widest range of plants we can find. 

Save the date and tell your friends! 

Bramall Hall 

Bonus 
This year we have added an extra 

summer date at Cheshire’s 

historic Bramall Hall.  

Our 2 fairs are on: 

Sunday 5th April and 

Sunday 28th June 

We are also opening at 

the earlier time of 10am. 

This year there will be additional parking on site on the archery lawn which was out of action last year due to soil 

conservation work. 

Dogs on leads are more than welcome and the £2.00 entry charge all goes to funding special projects at the hall. 

Bramhall Hall, off Hall Road, Bramhall, Stockport SK7 3NX 



Plant Hunters’ Fairs 2020 
March Sun 8 Alderford Lake, Whitchurch SY13 3JQ 10am-4pm 

Sat 14 Carsington Water, Ashbourne DE6 1ST 10am-4pm  

Sun 15 Ness Botanic Gardens, Wirral, CH64 4AY 10am-4pm  

Sat 21 Sugnall Walled Garden, Eccleshall ST21 6NF 10am-4pm 

Sun 22 1620s House Donington Le Heath, Coalville, LE67 2FW 10am-4pm 

Sat 28 Patchings Art Centre, Nottingham, NG14 6NU 10am-4pm 

Sun 29 National Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas, DE13 7AR 10am-4pm  

April Sat 4 Battlefield 1403, Shrewsbury, SY4 3DB 9:30am-4pm 

Sun 5 Bramall Hall, Stockport, SK7 3NX 10am-4pm 

Fri 10 Whittington Castle, Oswestry, SY11 4DF 10am-4pm 

Sat 11 Bodenham Arboretum, Kidderminster DY11 5TB 10am-4pm 

Sun - Mon 12 - 13 Dorothy Clive Garden, Mkt Drayton TF9 4EU 10am-5pm 

Sat 18 Hoghton Tower, Preston PR5 0SH 10am-4pm 

Sun 19 Middleton Hall, Tamworth B78 2AE 9am-4pm 

Sat 25 Sandwell Valley Park, West Bromwich B71 4BG 10am-4pm  

Sun 26 Cholmondeley Castle, Malpas, SY14 8AH 10am-5pm  

May Sat - Sun 2 - 3 Weston Park, Shifnal TF11 8LE 10am-5pm 

Sat 9 1620s House Donington Le Heath, Coalville, LE67 2FW 

Sun 10 Adlington Hall, Macclesfield SK10 4LF 10am-4pm 

Sat 16 British Ironwork Centre, Oswestry SY11 4JH 10am-4pm 

Sun 17 Norton Priory, Runcorn, WA7 1SX 10am-4pm 

Sun 24 Pottertons Nursery & Garden, Caistor, LN7 6HX 9am-5pm 

Mon 25 Carsington Water, Ashbourne DE6 1ST 10am-4pm 

Sun 31 National Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas DE13 7AR 10am-4pm 

June Sat - Sun 6 - 7 Hodnet Hall, Market Drayton TF9 3NN 10am-5pm  

Sun 14 Abbeywood Gardens, Delamere, CW8 2HS 10am-4pm 

Sun 28 Bramall Hall, Stockport, SK7 3NX 10am-4pm  

July Sun 5 Cholmondeley Castle, Malpas, SY14 8AH 10am-5pm 

Sun 19 Middleton Hall, Tamworth B78 2AE 9am-4pm Hall 

Sat 25 National Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas DE13 7AR 10am-4pm  

Sun 26 Jul British Ironwork Centre, Oswestry, SY11 4JH 10am-4pm  

August Sun 2 1620s House Donington Le Heath, Coalville, LE67 2FW 10am-4pm  

Sun 9 Southwell Minster, NG25 0HD 11am-4pm  

Sun 16 Capesthorne Hall, Macclesfield SK11 9JY 10am-4pm 

Sun 23 Carsington Water, Ashbourne DE6 1ST 10am-4pm  

Wed 26 Abbeywood Gardens, Delamere, CW8 2HS 10am-4pm 

Sun - Mon 30 - 31 Dorothy Clive Garden, Mkt Drayton TF9 4EU 10am-5pm  

September Sat 5 Bodenham Arboretum, Kidderminster DY11 5TB 10am-4pm  

Sun 6 Ness Botanic Gardens, Wirral, CH64 4AY 10am-4pm 

Sun 13 Weston Park, Shifnal TF11 8LE 10am-4pm  

 

Check with website for any updates. 

www.planthuntersfairs.co.uk 

janet@planthuntersfairs.co.uk 

0771 699 0695 


